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DisneyWar is abook that serves as an exposé of Michael Eisner's 20-year tenure as chairman and CEO at
The Walt Disney Company by James B. Stewart. The book chronicles the careers and interactions of
executives at Disney, including Card Walker, Ron W. Miller, Roy E. Disney, Frank Wells, Jeffrey
Katzenberg, Michael Ovitz, Joe Roth, Bob Iger and Stan Kinsey. It was published in 2005 by Simon &
Schuster. Its unigueness was attributed to the large amount of access allowed to Stewart in putting the book
together.

Publishers originally planned on releasing the book on March 7, 2005, only to accelerate the launch date to
February 9 after vendor demand, and Disney executives had acknowledged recently acquiring a leaked
edition of the manuscript. By coincidence, the revised publication coincided with Disney's annual
shareholders meeting, which kicked-off the following morning at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

In his 2006 afterword, author James B. Stewart acknowledged the last conversation he had with his subject
(just before the book's initial launch, over the phone):'Eisner vowed that he' d never speak to me again.'
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Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl (originally titled Pirates of the Caribbean) isa 2003
American fantasy swashbuckler film directed by Gore Verbinski. Produced by Jerry Bruckheimer and
distributed by Buena Vista Pictures viathe Walt Disney Pictures label, the film is based on the Pirates of the
Caribbean attraction at Disney theme parks and is the first film in the Pirates of the Caribbean series. Starring
Johnny Depp, Geoffrey Rush, Orlando Bloom, and KeiraKnightley, it follows pirate Jack Sparrow (Depp)
and the blacksmith Will Turner (Bloom), as they attempt to rescue the kidnapped Elizabeth Swann
(Knightley). The trio encounters Captain Hector Barbossa (Rush) and the Black Pearl crew who are afflicted
by a supernatural curse.

Executives at Walt Disney Studios drafted a rough treatment for the film in 2000. A script was developed by
Jay Wolpert in 2001, and was rewritten by Stuart Besttie in early 2002. Around that time, the producer Jerry
Bruckheimer became involved in the project. He brought in screenwriters Ted Elliott and Terry Rossio, who
had drafted a premise for the film in the 1990s. Elliott and Rossio added the curse to the script to align the
film's story with the theme park ride. Verbinski eventually signed on as the director. Filming took place from
October 2002 to March 2003 in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and on setsin Los Angeles, California.

Pirates of the Caribbean had its world premiere at the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, California, on June 28,
2003. It was thestrically released in the United States on July 9. Despite low expectations, the film was a
massive box-office success: it grossed $654.3 million worldwide, making it the fourth-highest-grossing film
of 2003. It received generally positive reviews from critics, and Depp won a Screen Actors Guild Award. He
was also nominated for his performance at the Academy Awards, BAFTAS, and Golden Globes. Pirates of
the Caribbean was also nominated for additional Academy Awards and BAFTAS. The film was followed by
four sequels: Dead Man's Chest (2006), At World's End (2007), On Stranger Tides (2011), and Dead Men
Tell No Tales (2017).
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The Walt Disney Company, commonly referred to as simply Disney, is an American multinational mass
media and entertainment conglomerate headquartered at the Walt Disney Studios complex in Burbank,
Cdlifornia. Disney was founded on October 16, 1923, as an animation studio, by brothers Walt Disney and
Roy Oliver Disney as Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio; it later operated under the names Walt Disney Studio
and Walt Disney Productions before adopting its current name in 1986. In 1928, Disney established itself asa
leader in the animation industry with the short film Steamboat Willie. The film used synchronized sound to
become the first post-produced sound cartoon, and popularized Mickey Mouse, who became Disney's mascot
and corporate icon.

After becoming a success by the early 1940s, Disney diversified into live-action films, television, and theme
parksin the 1950s. However, following Walt Disney's death in 1966, the company's profits, especially in the
animation sector, began to decline. In 1984, Disney's sharehol ders voted Michael Eisner as CEO, who led a
reversal of the company's decline through a combination of international theme park expansion and the
highly successful Disney Renaissance period of animation from 1989 to 1999. In 2005, under the new CEO
Baob Iger, the company continued to expand into a major entertainment conglomerate with the acquisitions of
Pixar in 2006, Marvel Entertainment in 2009, Lucasfilm in 2012, and 21st Century Fox in 2019. In 2020,
Bob Chapek became the head of Disney after Iger's retirement. However, Chapek was ousted in 2022 and
Iger was reinstated as CEO.

The company's namesake film studio division includes Walt Disney Pictures, Walt Disney Animation
Studios, Pixar, Marvel Studios, Lucasfilm, 20th Century Studios, 20th Century Animation, and Searchlight
Pictures. Disney's other main business units include divisions operating the ABC television network; cable
television networks such as Disney Channel, ESPN, Freeform, FX, and National Geographic; publishing,
merchandising, music, and theater divisions; direct-to-consumer streaming services such as Disney+, ESPN+,
Hulu, and Hotstar; and Disney Experiences, which includes several theme parks, resort hotels, and cruise
lines around the world.

Disney is one of the biggest and best-known companies in the world. In 2023, it was ranked 87th on the 2023
Forbes Global 2000, and 48th on the Fortune 500 list of biggest companiesin the United States by revenue.
Since its founding, the company has won 135 Academy Awards, 26 of which were awarded to Walt. The
company has produced films which have been featured on many lists of the greatest films of all timeand is
one of the key players on the development of the theme park industry. The company has been public since
1940 and trades on the New Y ork Stock Exchange (NY SE) and has been a component of the Dow Jones
Industrial Average since 1991. In August 2020, about two-thirds of the stock was owned by large financial
institutions. The company celebrated its 100th anniversary on October 16, 2023.
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James Bennett Stewart (born c. 1952) is an American lawyer, journalist, and author.
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Roy Edward Disney KCSG (January 10, 1930 — December 16, 2009) was an American businessman. He was
the longtime senior executive for the Walt Disney Company, which was founded by his uncle, Walt Disney,
and hisfather, Roy O. Disney. Born in Los Angeles, Disney graduated from Pomona College in 1951 and
began working at Disney as an assistant director and producer.

At the time of his death, he held more than 16 million shares (about 1% of the company), and served as a
consultant for the company, as well as director emeritus for the board of directors. During his tenure, he
organized ousting of the company's top two executives: Ron W. Miller in 1984 and Michael Eisner in 2005.
Asthe last member of the Disney family to be actively involved in the company, Disney was often compared
to his uncle and to his father. In 2006, Forbes magazine estimated his personal fortune at $1.2 billion.

Disney was also a celebrated yachtsman, a member of San Diego Y acht Club best known for his successin
the Transpacific Y acht Race and winning the Newport Bermuda Race. Disney died from stomach cancer at
the age of 79 years old on December 16, 2009, after battling the disease for over ayear.
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Pirates of the Caribbean is an American fantasy supernatural swashbuckler film series produced by Jerry
Bruckheimer and based on Walt Disney's theme park attraction of the same name. The film series servesas a
major component of the titular media franchise. The films' plots are set primarily in the Caribbean, based on
afictionalized version of the Golden Age of Piracy (c. 1650-1726) while also leading to the range of a mid-
1700s setting.

Directors of the series include Gore Verbinski (films 1-3), Rob Marshall (4), Joachim Renning (5), and
Espen Sandberg (5). The seriesis primarily written by Ted Elliott (1-4) and Terry Rossio (1-5); other writers
include Stuart Beattie (1), Jay Wolpert (1) and Jeff Nathanson (5).

The stories follow the adventures of Captain Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp), with various other main
characters including Jack's frenemy Hector Barbossa (Geoffrey Rush) and accomplice Joshamee Gibbs
(Kevin McNally) over the course of the films.

The film series started in 2003 with Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl, which had a
positive reception from audiences and film critics. It grossed $654 million worldwide. After the first film's
success, Walt Disney Pictures announced that a film series was in the works. The franchise's second film,
subtitled Dead Man's Chest, was released in 2006 and broke financial records worldwide the day of its
premiere. Dead Man's Chest became the top-grossing movie of 2006 with almost $1.1 billion at the
worldwide box office. The third film in the series, subtitled At World's End, followed in 2007 earning $960
million. Disney released a fourth film, subtitled On Stranger Tides, in 2011 in conventional 2D, Digital 3-D
and IMAX 3D. On Stranger Tides succeeded in also grossing more than $1 billion, becoming the second film
in the franchise and only the eighth film in history to do this, at the time of release. A fifth film, subtitled
Dead Men Tell No Tales, was released in 2017 earning $796 million.

The franchise has grossed over $4.5 billion worldwide. It is the 16th-highest-grossing film series of all time,
and isthe first film franchise to produce two or more films that grossed over $1 billion.
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Barry Charles Diller (born February 2, 1942) is an American billionaire businessman. He is chairman and
senior executive of IAC and Expedia Group and founded the Fox Broadcasting Company with Rupert
Murdoch and USA Broadcasting. Diller was inducted into the Television Hall of Fame in 1994.
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The Lion King isa 1994 American animated musical coming-of-age drama film produced by Walt Disney
Feature Animation and released by Walt Disney Pictures. Directed by Roger Allers and Rob Minkoff, and
produced by Don Hahn, the film's screenplay was written by Irene Mecchi, Jonathan Roberts, and Linda
Woolverton, and features an ensemble voice cast consisting of Matthew Broderick, James Earl Jones, Jeremy
Irons, Jonathan Taylor Thomas, Moira Kelly, Niketa Calame, Nathan Lane, Ernie Sabella, Whoopi Goldberg,
Cheech Marin, Rowan Atkinson, and Robert Guillaume. The film follows a young lion cub named Simba,
who must embrace his role as the rightful king of his homeland and confront his usurper, his uncle Scar.

The Lion King was conceived during conversations among various Disney executives, to whom several
writers submitted early treatments. Original director George Scribner had envisioned The Lion King asa
nature documentary-style film, with Allersjoining as co-director after having worked in the story
departments of several successful animated Disney films. Considered to be Disney's first original animated
film, The Lion King's plot draws inspiration from several sources, notably William Shakespeare's play
Hamlet. Woolverton, screenwriter for Disney's Beauty and the Beast (1991), drafted early versions of The
Lion King's script, which Mecchi and Roberts were hired to revise once Woolverton left to prioritize other
projects. Scribner departed due to disagreements over the studio's decision to reimagine the film asamusical,
with original songs by Elton John and Tim Rice, and Minkoff was hired to replace him in April 1992.
Throughout production, the creative team visited Kenyafor research and inspiration.

Released on June 15, 1994, The Lion King was praised by critics for its music, story, themes, and animation.
With an initial worldwide gross of $763 million, it completed its theatrical run as the highest-grossing film of
1994 and the second-highest-grossing film of all time, behind Jurassic Park (1993). It held the title of
highest-grossing animated film until it was replaced by Finding Nemo in 2003. The film remains the highest-
grossing traditionally animated film of all time, as well as the best-selling film on home video, having sold
over 55 million copies worldwide. It won two Academy Awards, as well as the Golden Globe Award for Best
Motion Picture—Musical or Comedy. It's considered by many to be among the greatest animated films ever
made.

The success of the film launched a multibillion-dollar franchise comprising a Broadway adaptation, two
direct-to-video follow-ups, two television series, and a photorealistic remake (which itself spawned a
prequel), which in 2019 also became the highest-grossing animated film at the time of its release. In 2016,
The Lion King was selected for preservation in the United States National Film Registry by the Library of
Congress as being "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant".
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The Sixth Sense is a 1999 American psychological thriller film written and directed by M. Night Shyamalan.
It stars Bruce Willis as a child psychologist whose patient (Haley Joel Osment) claims he can see and talk to
the dead.

Released by Buena Vista Pictures through its Hollywood Pictures label on August 6, 1999, The Sixth Sense
was well received by critics and was nominated for six Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best



Director and Best Origina Screenplay for Shyamalan, Best Supporting Actor for Osment, and Best
Supporting Actress for Collette. The film established Shyamalan as a preeminent filmmaker of thrillers and
introduced the cinema public to histraits, most notably his affinity for twist endings.

The film was a commercia success, grossing over $672 million worldwide, becoming the second-highest-
grossing film of 1999 and Shyamalan's highest-grossing film to date.
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Lilo & Stitch isa 2002 American animated science fiction comedy-drama film produced by Walt Disney
Feature Animation for Walt Disney Pictures. It was written and directed by Chris Sanders and Dean DeBlois
in their directoria debuts, and produced by Clark Spencer, based on an original story created by Sanders. It
stars Daveigh Chase and Sanders as the voices of the title characters, respectively, with the voices of Tia
Carrere, David Ogden Stiers, Kevin McDonald, Ving Rhames, Jason Scott Lee, Zoe Caldwell, and Kevin
Michael Richardson in supporting roles. It was the second of three Disney animated feature films produced
primarily at the Florida animation studio in Disney-MGM Studios at Walt Disney World near Orlando,
Florida.

The film tells the story of two individuals - an orphaned Hawaiian girl named Lilo Pelekai, who is raised by
her struggling older sister, Nani, after their parents deaths, and the genetically engineered extraterrestrial
creature Experiment 626, whom Lilo adopts as her "dog" and renames " Stitch”. Stitch, who was designed to
cause chaos and destruction, initially uses Lilo to avoid recapture by an intergal actic federation. They
develop a close bond through the Hawaiian concept of ?ohana, or extended family, causing Stitch to
reconsider hisintended destructive purpose, to keep his newfound family together.

The film is based on an idea by Sanders, who originally conceived Stitch in 1985, and the film's design and
aesthetics are based on his personal art style. Stitch was initially at the center of a children's book Sanders
had conceptualized, but later abandoned. A feature-length film starring the character entered development in
1997 when Thomas Schumacher, then the president of Walt Disney Feature Animation, approached Sanders
with the objective of producing "“the Dumbo for our generation.” The use of watercolor backgrounds
hearkened back to early Disney productions such as Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937). The film and
its accompanying soundtrack made extensive use of the music of Elvis Presley, while Alan Silvestri
composed the film's score.

Lilo & Stitch premiered at the El Capitan Theatre in Los Angeles on June 16, 2002, and was thestrically
released in the United States on June 21. The film received positive reviews from critics, who praised its
story, humor, charm, and originality. Produced on an $80 million budget and promoted with a marketing
campaign that played up its oddities, it was a box-office success, grossing over $273 million worldwide. It
was nominated for Best Animated Feature at the 75th Academy Awards, but lost to Spirited Away. The film's
success made it a highlight of Disney's post-animation renaissance erain the 2000s, spawning a franchise that
includes three direct-to-video film sequels, three television series, and a live-action adaptation that was
released in 2025.
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